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ANIL SHARMA 
Jaipur, 14 March 

Considering that shooting for 
films and advertisements 
takes place on a large scale in 
Rajasthan, the state govern-
ment plans to establish a film 
city with private participation. 

This is not the first time 
the state government is ven-
turing into this area. Earlier it 
had tried to attract investors 
to set up a film city in Jaipur, 
but the response was poor. 

The state’s film potential 
came into international lime-
light when Satyajit Ray shot a 
large part of Sonar Kella (The 
Golden Fortress) in Rajasthan. 
Many Bollywood and 
Hollywood movies have been 
shot in the state. 

“This time we are going all 
out to attract investment, for 
which we will offer a cus-

tomised package under the 
Rajasthan Investment 
Promotion Scheme (RIPS), 
2019, to the project promoter, 
and we hope for a  
positive response,” a senior 
state government official said. 

A package of incentives 
(exemptions and subsidies) is 
available for investors under 
RIPS 2019. It includes an 
investment subsidy, employ-
ment generation subsidy, elec-
tricity exemption for seven 
years, land tax exemption for 
seven years, stamp duty 
exemption, among other 
things. Provision for a custom-
built package of incentives for 
investments over ~100 crore 
and providing direct employ-
ment to more than 200 per-
sons are also being provided. 

Moreover, the official said 
the state government was 
ready to offer a customised 

package to the prospective 
promoter for setting up a  
film city. 

He added a film tourism 
cell would be set up so that all 
approvals were made avail-
able within 15 days of appli-
cation. All district-level clear-
ances will be facilitated by 
this cell. 

The government has 
decided to offer an exemption 
from all fees and charges for 
film shooting at monuments 
in its control. 

“We plan to provide up to 
a 15 per cent upfront subsidy 
of the production cost of any 
film shot in Rajasthan. A 
scheme for this is being 
worked upon,” he added. 

Besides, the state govern-
ment plans to coordinate with 
the Centre to open a branch 
of the Film and Television 
Institute in Rajasthan.

R KRISHNA DAS 
Raipur, 14 March 

South Eastern Coalfields 
(SECL) has become the sec-
ond state-run Coal India 
(CIL) company to reach the 
milestone of producing more 
than 150 million tonnes (mt) 
of coal in the current finan-
cial year (FY). 

Sambalpur-based 
Mahanadi Coalfields (MCL) 
was the first CIL entity to join 
the club this FY. 

According to a company 
spokesperson, SECL crossed 
the mark last week. This was 
the fourth time that the 
Chhattisgarh-based CIL  
entity had crossed the  
150-mt figure since incep-
tion. SECL had been CIL’s 
highest coal-producing com-
pany till 2021-22, when MCL 
recorded 168.2 mt of coal 
production to top the chart. 
SECL could produce 148 mt 
of coal last year. 

In the past three years, 
SECL’s coal production has 
decreased. After Prem Sagar 
Mishra took over as the chair-
man and managing director 
of SECL in February 2022, the 
company re-designed the 
business strategy and 
focused on the production. 
“The efforts are paying off 
and the company is regaining 
its lost position fast,” a senior 
company official said. 

According to an SECL 
spokesperson, of the 150 mt 
of coal produced in FY23, 
about 130 mt have been dis-
patched to power plants, 
which is about 10 mt more 
compared to the same peri-
od last year.  

Though SECL has started 
showing an upward trend in 
the production and perform-
ance, it will have to struggle 
hard to retain the position it 
had held till two years ago. 

The MCL has already sur-
passed its coal production 
target of 176 MT set for the 
financial year 2022-23,  
registering growth of over 15 
per cent. 

SECL joins 
150-mt coal 
production 
club in FY23 

Film city in Jaipur on cards 
RAJASTHAN

CHHATTISGARH 

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT 
Lucknow, 14 March 

Giving a major boost to the 
state civil aviation sector, the 
Uttar Pradesh government has 
thrown open 17 airports and 
airstrips for private sector 
investment. 

Under the blueprint, these 
airstrips along with hangars 
could now be used by the pri-
vate companies to operate avi-
ation training institutes, aero 
sports centres, aviation MRO 
(maintenance repair and over-
haul) facilities, etc. 

The airstrips are located in 
Aligarh, Etawah, Kanpur 
Dehat, Farrukhabad, Shravasti, 
Azamgarh, Ambedkar Nagar, 
Sultanpur, Ghazipur, Kheri, 
Chitrakoot, Sonbhadra, Jhansi, 
Lalitpur, Meerut, Moradabad, 
and Ayodhya districts. The 
state Cabinet meeting chaired 
by Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath recently ratified a 
proposal to this effect. 

The fresh policy mandates 

usage of a minimum 1,000 sq 
mt and 200 sq mt of area for 
setting up of aviation training 
institutes (flight training 
organisation) and MRO units, 
respectively. Similarly, 50 sq mt 
of area would be allocated on a  
temporary basis for conduct-
ing the aero sports activities by 
private parties. 

“If additional land is 
required, the same would be 
provided depending upon the 
available land bank and the 
prevailing land lease rental on 

a case-to-case basis by the civ-
il aviation department,” a  
senior UP government  
official said. 

Meanwhile, the UP govern-
ment is bullish on the aviation 
sector after tourist inflow 
surged by 27 per cent in the 
past five years. During this 
period, the state witnessed the 
arrival of nearly 1.25 billion 
domestic and 12.5 million for-
eign backpackers. 

In this context, both busi-
ness and leisure air travel is 
expected to give a fillip to the 
socioeconomic landscape by 
attracting investment,  
ramping up vital infra and  
creating jobs. 

While UP already has three 
international airports in 
Lucknow, Varanasi, and 
Kushinagar, two more interna-
tional airports are under con-
struction in Ayodhya and 
Jewar (Noida). As such, UP 
would become the first state in 
India to boast of five interna-
tional airports. 

17 airstrips cleared for 
private investments 

UTTAR PRADESH 

ACCENT REGION

FinMin: Work on for $5-trn 
economy ‘at an early date’
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
New Delhi, 14 March 

The government on Tuesday 
informed the Rajya Sabha that it 
was taking steps to make India a 

$5-trillion economy earlier than the 
International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 
forecast year of 2026-27. 

The IMF’s World Economic Outlook 
earlier said the size of the Indian  
economy will increase from $3.2 trillion 
in 2021-22 to $3.5 trillion in 2022-23 and 
cross $5 trillion in 2026-27. 

“The government has been taking 
steps to make the country a $5-trillion 
economy at an early date,” Minister of 
State for Finance Pankaj Chaudhary said 
to the Upper House. The Covid-19  
pandemic in 2020 and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict in 2022 impacted the 
world output, increased inflation in  
several countries and raised uncertainty 
in the world economy, he said, “lower 
uncertainty in the global economic  
outlook will help India become a  
$5-trillion economy earlier”.  

Some of the measures taken in the 
past to boost economic growth include 
the making of the National infrastructure 
pipeline of projects, push to capital 
expenditure, implementation of the  
production-linked incentive scheme, 
finalisation of the National Monetisation 
Pipeline of public sector assets and,  
formulation of National Logistics policy, 
he said. 

63 police stations don’t have a vehicle, 
285 without mobile phones: Govt 
As many as 63 police stations in the coun-
try do not have any vehicle, 628 police 
stations do not have telephone connec-
tion, and 285 stations don’t have a wire-
less set or mobile phone, the Lok Sabha 
was informed on Tuesday.   

No proposal under consideration for 
creation of any new state: Minister 
There is no proposal under the Union 
government’s consideration for creation 
of any new state.  

Union Minister of State for Home 
Nityanand Rai said this while replying 
on whether the government has received 
any proposal for the constitution of 
Bundelkhand state.

ADITI PHADNIS 
New Delhi, 14 March 

The demand for a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) probe into the Adani-
Hindenburg issue and Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi’s remarks in the UK criti-
cising the government continued to 
cause an impasse in Parliament with 
proceedings of both the Houses getting 
adjourned after transacting minimal 
business on Tuesday.  

All the Opposition parties have 
joined the protest. Though the TMC did 
not attend the meet-
ing of 16 party lead-
ers called by 
Congress chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge, 
its MPs staged a 
protest in front of 
the Gandhi statue in 
Parliament com-
plex, asking the government to stop 
“protecting” the Adani group.   

The AAP, DMK, JDU, SP, and  
Shiv Sena (Uddhav) joined the meeting 
deciding to raise the Adani matter in  
the House.  

Rahul Gandhi kept up the pressure 
and launched a video (paid and unpaid) 
asking: “Is the objective of India’s foreign 
policy to make Adani richer? In the last 
nine years, Modi ji has kept India in 
‘bhram (confusion)’ and Adani in ‘vish-
wa bhraman (global travel)’ along with 

him,” Gandhi alleged in the video.   
Asked about Congress’ allegations, 

Union Minister Giriraj Singh said out-
side Parliament: “Adani had made it 
clear that the first break was given to 
him was given by (Congress CM) 
Chimanbhai Patel...the second break 
was given by Rajiv Gandhi. (They believe 
that) if Adani does development for the 
country then it should be only under 
their rule not in any other rule.”  

While Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi met some ministers, Congress 
Parliamentary Party Chairperson Sonia 

Gandhi held 
consultations 
with senior lead-
ers at the party 
office to discuss 
the strategy in 
the wake of the 
government’s 
attack on Rahul 

Gandhi.  Several Congress leaders had 
given adjournment notices in both the 
Houses for discussing the Adani issue, 
but these were rejected by the Chairman 
and the Speaker. 

There was no word on the ruling by 
the Rajya Sabha chairman on expunging 
references to an unnamed Congress 
leader by Leader of the Upper House 
Piyush Goyal earlier in the week, as he 
referred to remarks made by this leader 
in the UK that criticised the state of 
democracy in India.  

IN THE 
HOUSE

BUDGET 
SESSION

Houses adjourned again over 
Rahul’s remarks, Adani issue
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